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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Regarding claims 1-12, the phrase "more particularly" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "or the 
like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kawan, US Pub. 
2002/006512. 

Kawan discloses a method and system for tracking smart points comprising: a housing 
124 wherein is accommodated a radio-frequency contactless communication station having an 
antenna for communicating el ectromagnetically in a remote manner with a data medium (see 
par. 0008) carried by a user, said housing having a communication area close to the antenna 
which is permeable to electromagnetic waves (when radio transceiver is used), the user being 
required to bring the data medium close to the communication area to enable communication 
between the station and said medium, wherein the communication area comprises an external 
surface 136 inclined to a horizontal plane, said communication surface co-operating with means 
for holding the data medium against the communication surface (see figs. 3-4 and par. 0022- 
0026). 

Re claim 2, wherein the holding means have a lower transverse retaining surface that 
extends forward globally perpendicularly from the bottom of the communication surface to 
prevent the data medium sliding downward (see fig. 3). 

Re claim 3, wherein the communication surface cooperates with a transverse rim that 
extends longitudinally and perpendicularly from the communication surface and whose upper 
face forms the lower retaining surface (see fig. 3). 

Re claim 4, wherein the communication surface is slightly inclined relative to a vertical 
plane so that the data medium is held pressed against the communication surface by its own 
weight (see fig. 3). 
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Re claim 5, wherein the holding means include two parallel lateral uprights that project 
from the communication surface and extend perpendicularly upward from each of the edges of 
the retaining surface, the uprights being spaced by a distance globally equal to a transverse 
dimension of the data medium to delimit, with the retaining surface, a receiving location 
intended to receive the data medium and encompassing at least a portion of the communication 
surface (see figs. 1, 3, 6, and 10). 

Re claim 6, wherein said device includes means for preventing objects significantly more 
bulky than the data medium from being placed on the retaining surface (see fig. 6). 

Re claim 7, wherein the retaining surface has a longitudinal width globally equal to the 
longitudinal thickness of the data medium. 

Re claims 8-12, the structure of Kawan meets the claims language as written. 
Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US Patent No. 5,221,838; 5,563,393; and 5,748,737. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel St.Cyr whose telephone number is 571-272-2407. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DS 

February 12, 2009 
/Daniel St.Cyr/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2876 



